THE FAIRBURN SINGERS — FRENCH RIVER CRUISE
23 — 28 AUGUST 2019

And so it began.... agai5mémbers Ofrthe FairburmdSingers &h@ 42 Kiends ansl t 2
family (FAFFS) set off at 8am headed to Dover. It was a beautiful sunny day with blue skies and was the
start of another five night adventure, our third with Fred Olsen Cruise Lines, this time aboard the very
traditional MV Boudicca sailing
down the River Seine to Rouen
and Honfleur. The drive to Dover
was long but uneventful and we
arrived in time to embark at
around 3pm. By 4pm our cases
% i had arrived at our cabins and
after getting settled, we headed up on deck to explore our home for the next 5 nights, and take part in the
inevitable safety evacuation presentations and meet our fellow passengers.

We sailed from Dover at 4pm after the Captain had performed a very smart three point turn in the harbour
and set off in calm seas across the English channel, passing the white cliffs and headed for the entrance to
the Seine near Le Havre. At dinner that night we met our table mates, unusually split across two
restaurants, and ate our first meal on board, beautifully served and presented, as ever, by the perpetually
attendant waiters. After dinner, most of us headed for the Neptune
Lounge to watch the show put on by the Boudicca show team. This
was the usual very professional performance and closed with a
medley from Les Misérables, which coincidentally would also form
part of our own concerts on board, scheduled for later in the cruise.
We joked with the singers that we would give them a run for their
money with our rendition! Following the show, another cruise
tradition was to take part in the nightly General Knowledge quiz so we
headed up to the Lido lounge to claim our tables and make up teams
of 6 (or thereabouts!). 15 questions later and one of the Fairburn teams had claimed the winning prize of a
bottle of Cava, and so ended our first evening on board and as we sailed off into the sunset, we were all
looking forward to the delights of Rouen and the prospect of a very sunny and warm few days in
Normandy.

Saturday 24 August dawned warm and sunny (and one hour on from UK time), and we were navigating our
way serenely up the River Seine towards Rouen. The passing scenery was very pretty and typically French,

o accompanied in places by the rising mist making it very
atmospheric! As we approached Rouen at around 9.30am we
could see the mooring and assumed we would be docking
within minutes. However, we were very surprised to find that
about half a mile from the mooring, the ship slowed, and then
very, very slowly started to turn round, and we end up
reversing into Rouen, which | think went unnoticed by many
people, but for those of us out on deck, a strange
phenomenon!

With temperatures reaching 28°C, Rouen was shimmering just a short distance from the mooring and
- m l ]| '] l I . shuttle buses were provided for us to go ashore.

<N With two nights and two and a half days ahead

of us in Rouen, there was no need to rush, so for
me, a relaxing morning sunbathing on deck
followed by lunch on the ship. The journey into




Rouen city centre took just 10 minutes and we were deposited very close to the ancient and very famous
Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Rouen. The city was very busy, it was very hot, so we decided to take a tour of
the city courtesy of the little train/bus. This proved an interesting way to see the sights of Rouen as it
passed through the very narrow lanes and alleyways of the city, and disturbingly close to diners and
drinkers!

A visit to the cathedral was next on the agenda which in daylight is spectacular, but the highlight of the visit
was definitely the free Cathedral Light Show which takes place every
summer evening, between June and September, with dazzling
il 1l uminations pr oj e c.tTledathedrl oftNbtre
Dame is highlighted each year thanks to an incredible show of sound and
light. When night falls, the Place de la Cathédrale is full of people
watching this fully emotive show. After a first show on the theme of
Impressionism in 2015, this year, the cathedral &essed for a new
show, based on two themes: Joan of Arc and the Vikings. Established in
911 by the Scandinavian chief Rollo, Normandy experienced some dark
hours with the Viking invasions of the ninth century. Joan of Arc, a
legendary character in France, tells her story on the facade of the tallest cathedral in France.

Back at MV Boudicca, a number of tours were available to join whilst we were at Rouen, one of which was a
visit to Claude Monet’'s garden at
coach drive from the port. It was another very hot day and the
gardens were very busy with tourists, but our guide was the most
informative lady | have ever known and we all benefitted from her
extensive knowledge of Monet; his life, his works and his house. We
all took photos of the famous water lily ponds, which positively
glistened in the heat. We marvelled at the height of the bamboo
within the gardens which were a m
and now towered over us at 30 feet. The famous bridge over the

S ponds was groaning with the weight of the visitors and somewhat
lost its appeal because of it and did not prove to be the photo vantage point we were looking forward to!

Life on board continued whilst we were moored at Rouen,

particularly so for the crew who were very busy maintaining and

painting the ship, no doubt helped by the fantastic weather. The . A | I
decks were full of passengers enjoying the sunshine and relaxing in “ ‘
t he pool s and j ust chillin’
spontaheagbh mob” of “One Voi
surprise of the sunbathers, but we received rapturous applause for
our impromptu performance and it proved to be a good advert for
our on-board concerts. We were accompanied throughout our flash
mob by some of the FAFFS who performed some great moves in the
jacuzzi ' s and defi nit elOther @roftsdonal} evaningoentertainmentr afs® r ma n ¢
continued with an entrancing show from an Edith Piaf tribute and a very funny comedian, billed as a

“Wor ds mi whh definigely lthd a quirky way with words!

We finally departed from Rouen on Monday 26 August and began to meander our way back down the river

Seine headed for the pretty port of Honfleur, passing again the lovely French countryside, still shimmering

under the unusually hot skies. It was whilst we meandered that we gave our first concert on board that

afternoon. We regaled a surprisingly full Neptune Lounge with

our rendition of Les Miserables, which was very well received :

and we finished wi t h anot her choir avourite, “When the S
go Marching in”. We wer e - th

and looked forward to our second concert scheduled to take s !
place the following evening, whilst we were setting off across
the English Channel.



https://www.rouentourisme.com/religious-buildings/cathedrale-notre-dame-495-en/
https://www.rouentourisme.com/religious-buildings/cathedrale-notre-dame-495-en/

But before that, we arrived in Honfleur around 6pm on Monday evening and moored up on the frankly,
very small, harbourside! Once again shuttle buses were available for us to use to get into Honfleur, and
many people took advantage of this to see Honfleur at night, whilst the rest of us stayed on board, took
part in the nightly quiz and generally enjoyed the warm evening and the company of our group and fellow
passengers.

Tuesday 27 August dawned with the ship shrouded in sea mist, with no sign of the blue sky and sunshine
we had become accustomed to, however, within a couple of hours this had lifted
and the sun broke through and the temperature rose again. Honfleur is a very pretty

port on Seine’'s estuary. It hpasisiongnl or i o
the quays alongside art galleries, boutique shops, cafes and restaurants. Just up the
hil |l is St Cthetlangestr churcteinh Bance th berbuailhentirely from

wood by the shipwrights in the second half of the 15" century and is now listed as an
historic monument. The town has many alleyways to explore, two beautiful gardens
and a beach. The river is also tidal and those of us whose cabins were on the lowest
deck found ourselves creeping below the level of the quay and disappear into the
depths of the river!

Tuesday evening also saw us perform our second concert, once again to a packed Neptune Lounge. The

standing ovation we received and feedback from our own group and other passengers was fantastic and we

were very proud of ourselves, and it proved to be a fitting end to yet another fabulous cruise. | think it is

safe to say that our enjoyment of these cruises i
before we are planning our fourth sojourn with Fred Olsen and his wonderful cruise liners and fantastic

staff and crew. In the meantime, we have made yet more memories this year, enjoyed some amazing

weather and a slightly different cruise in that we were in port for the majority of the time, but i t di dn’' t
detract from our enjoyment of the cruise and our delight at being able to entertain our fellow passengers at

the same time as benefitting from the wonderful hospitality which Fred Olsen provide.

We will be back!!

Sally Whittingham
Choir Secretary




